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Abstract 
The Société de Protection des Apprentis et des Enfants Employés dans les Manufactures 
(SPAEEM, Society for the Protection of Apprentices and of Children Working in Factories) was a 
French association founded in 1866 by a group of people mainly belonging to the middle-class and 
mostly catholic. Many of its members were entrepreneurs and politicians who wanted to safeguard 
their interests and privileges and to limit the negative consequences of industrialisation, both in 
terms of social order and of economic pre-eminence of France. In order to achieve this aim they 
committed themselves to protecting young workers of French factories mainly through lobbying 
and through the action of some specific committees.  
   While works on the economic and social consequences of the industrial revolution and on the use 
of children in factories are numerous, there are not pieces of research completely or mainly focusing 
on the SPAEEM.  
   The Bulletin de la Société de Protection des Apprentis et des Enfants des Manufactures, the 
journal published by the SPAEEM every year, is one of the most rich sources to study this 
association. It also shows the transformations that took place in France and abroad between the 18th 

and the 20th century in terms of conditions of production, division of labour, wages, technology, 
labour policies and laws, social protection, migrant flows, awareness of social problems, social 
movements, etc.  
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1. The Société de Protection des Apprentis et des Enfants Employés dans les 

Manufactures 
The Société de Protection des Apprentis et des Enfants Employés dans les Manufactures 
(SPAEEM;  Society for the Protection of Apprentices and Children Working in Factories) was a 
French association set up in Paris the 22th September 1866 by a group of people mainly belonging 
to the middle class and mostly catholic1. They wanted to defend their middle-class and 
entrepreneurial interests and privileges and to limit the negative consequences of industrialisation, 
both in terms of social order and of economic pre-eminence of France. With the aim of achieving 
their goals, they committed themselves to protecting young workers of French factories, mainly 
through the action of some specialised committees and  through lobbying. 
   In 1868 a decree officially recognised the utility of the Association for the society2. 
   According to its official Statute (1868), the SPAEEM intended to improve the conditions of 
apprentices and children working in factories, while respecting the freedom of entrepreneurs, the 
paternal authority and the laws in force in that field. 
   The Minister for Agriculture, Trade and Public Works was Honorary President of the Association 
and the SPAEEM mainly acted through specialised committees and commissions. The official 
Statute mentioned seven committees: Comité des recettes (Committee for Incomes), Comité des 
dépenses (Committee for Expenses), Comité du Bulletin (Committee for the Bulletin), Comité 
d’enseignement Religieux (Committee for Religious Education), Comité d’enseignement 
Elémentaire (Committee for Primary Education), Comité d’enseignement Artistique (Committee for 

                                                        
1 The journal of the Association traced the establishment of the SPAEEM back to Jean-Baptiste Dumas (1800-1884), an 
important French chemist and  politician, member of the Académie française. Among his political offices, Dumas 
represented the Department of the North in the Legislative Assembly (1849) and was Minister for Agriculture and 
Trade (1850-1851). He was also elected to the Senate and to the vice presidency of the Superior Council for Public 
Education and of the Paris City Commission (Notice sur la Société de Protection des Apprentis et des Enfants Employés 
dans les Manufactures, « Bulletin de la Société de Protection des Apprentis et des Enfants des Manufactures », 1891, p. 
644, A. QUARTAROLI, Dumas, Jean-Baptiste-André, in the website of the Enciclopedia italiana Treccani, 
http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/jean-baptiste-andre-dumas,  visited on the 1st October 2016 and  Jean-Baptiste 
Dumas, in the website of the Académie française, http://www.academie-francaise.fr/les-immortels/jean-baptiste-
dumas?fauteuil=40&election=16-12-1875, visited on the 1st October 2016. ). Nevertheless, according to Lee Shai 
Weissbach, Dumas, the Baron Charles Dupin and Michel Chevalier co-founded the Association. (L. S. WEISSBACH, 
Child labor reform in nineteenth-century France. Assuring the future harvest, Louisiana State University Press, Baton 
Rouge-London 1989, p. 149). Dupin (1784-1873) was a French naval engineer, mathematician and economist, member 
of several institutions such as the Académie des Sciences and the Royal Society of Edinburgh; in 1852 he was appointed 
to the Senate (Former Fellows of The Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
https://www.rse.org.uk/cms/files/fellows/biographical_index/fells_indexp1.pdf, visited on the 10th January 2017.). 
Chevalier (1806-1879) was a French engineer, journalist, economist and politician. Among other offices, he was 
member of the State Council (1840),  economic adviser of Napoleon III (1848) and senator (1860); with Richard 
Cobden, he was one of the main originators of the Cobden – Chevalier Treaty in 1860 (Michel Chevalier, in the website 
France Archives, Portail National des Archives, https://francearchives.fr/commemo/recueil-2006/39264, visited on the 
1st January 2017.). In the journal of the SPAEEM Dupin and Chevalier were mentioned as members of the Association 
rather than founders.  
2 Décret, «Bulletin», 1868, p. 175. 

http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/jean-baptiste-andre-dumas,
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Artistic Education) and Comité Judiciaire (Judicial Committee). The commissions were nine and 
they represented and looked after the sectors where minors were more frequently used as 
workforce3.  
   The Statute was not modified up to 1914, but in the period 1867-1914 the journal of the 
SPAEEM, titled Bulletin de la Société de Protection des Apprentis et des Enfants des 
Manufactures4, reported on the activity of some other bodies of the Association that did not appear 
in the official Statute. Among them, the Comité des accidents de fabrique (Committee for Accidents 
in Factories; first mention in 1875), the Comité du placement des apprentis (Committee for the 
Placement of Apprentices; from 1876) and the Comité des bibliothèques d’apprentis (Committee of 
Libraries for Apprentices; from 1878). The Comité d’enseignement Religieux, the Comité 
d’enseignement Elémentaire and the Comité d’enseignement Artistique seemed nearly inactive 
between 1867 and 1884 because, during this period, the Bulletin did not report almost anything 
about their action.  
   Finally, there were the Œuvres annexes of the SPAEEM, such as the Œuvre des lits d’apprentis 
(Organisation for the Provision of Beds and Bed Linen for Apprentices), the Œuvres du patronage 
des enfants étrangers (Organisation for the Protection of Foreign Children) and the Œuvre de 
l’échange de comptes-rendus (Organisation for the Exchange of Reports). The Œuvres annexes 
were charitable organisations whose foundation had been promoted by the SPAEEM or by some  
members of the SPAEEM. However, the Œuvres annexes were not formally part of the Association 
and they were autonomous in managerial and budgetary terms5.    
   Anyone could become a member of the SPAEEM by paying an annual or lifelong fee6. 
Nevertheless, most of them were industrial entrepreneurs, shopkeepers, engineers, mayors and their 
deputy mayors, agents working in different fields, doctors, artisans, printers and publishers, 
bankers, landowners, prefects, chemists, professors and teachers, politicians, farmers, lawyers, 
librarians, inspectors general of bridges and roads, members of institutions and associations such as 
the Société d’encouragement pour l’industrie nationale (Association for the Industrialisation of 
France), the Paris Chamber of Commerce, the Amis de l’enfance (Friends of Childhood) and the 
Syndicat générale (General Trade Union), nobles, wives and sons of other members or of previous 
members7.  
   Since the foundation of the SPAEEM, there was a close link between this Association and French 
politics. As a matter of fact, to provide some examples, several of its promoters and members held 
or had held political offices8 and the founding group had decided to appoint the Minister for 
Agriculture, Trade and Public Works as honorary president of the SPAEEM9.  The empress Eugenia 

                                                        
3 Statuts, Ibi, pp. 176-178. 
4 From now on, Bulletin.  
5 Comités et Commissions de la Société de Protection, «Bulletin», 1872, p. 10.  
6 Statuts, Ibi, 1868, p. 176. 
7 Liste alphabétique des membres de la Société au 31 janvier 1867, Ibi, 1867, pp. 39-44. 
8 Ibi. 
9 Statuts provisoires, Ibi, 1867, p. 33. 
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de Montijo, the wife of Napoleon III, and her son had offered their protection to the Association10; 
as a result, the representatives of the SPAEEM reported periodically to them on the acts and the 
projects of the Association11. The SPAEEM received donations from ministries (such as the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Trade and Public Works, the Ministry of Public Education and the Ministry 
of the Interior), from the Paris City Council and from Parisian middle and high schools. Lastly, the 
French government had to authorize each modification of the Statute and to allow the Association 
to receive any donation and bequest12. 
   From 1867 to 1914 four presidents headed the SPAAEM: Jean-Baptiste Dumas (1867-1884), 
Léon Say13 (1885-1896), Georges Picot14 (1897-1909) and Paul Bérard15 (since 1910). When the 
last number of the Bulletin was printed (1914), Bérard was still in office; little information about the 
SPAEEM are available after 191416.      
 

2. The Bulletin de la Société de Protection des Apprentis et des Enfants des 
Manufactures 

While works on the economic and social consequences of the Industrial Revolution and on the use 
of children in factories between the 18th and the 20th century are numerous17, there are no research 
completely or mainly focusing on the SPAEEM18.  

                                                        
10 Séance d’inauguration, Ibi, p. 55. 
11 Séance publique du 23 février 1868, Ibi, 1868, p. 11. 
12 Statuts, Ibi, pp. 177-178.    
13 Say (1826-1896) was a French economist, a member of the Académie française and a politician. Among his political 
offices, he sat in the Legislative Assembly (from 1870) and was appointed Prefect of the Department of the Seine 
(1872-1879) and Minister for Finance (1882). From 1883 he campaigned in Parliament against protectionism an 
socialism (Say Jean-Baptiste-Léon, in the website of the Enciclopedia italiana Treccani, 
http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/jean-baptiste-say/, visited on the 1st October 2016.).    
14 Picot (1838-1909) was a French magistrate, historian and a member of the Académie française (Picot, Georges-
Marie-René, in the website of the Enciclopedia italiana Treccani, http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/georges-marie-
rene-picot/, visited on the 1st October 2016.).  
15 Bérard (1836-1921) was a French chemist, as his relative Dumas.  Moreover, among his political offices, he was vice-
president of the Société d’encouragement pour l’industrie nationale and, from 1883, a government official for public 
education  (Nécrologie de M. Paul Bérard, «Bulletin de la Société d’encouragement pour l’industrie nationale», 121, 
1922). 
16 According to the documents provided by Sophie de Branche, director of the COREP (Centre d’Orientation et 
d’Examens Psychologiques – Centre for Guidance and Psychological Exams), the SPAEEM still exists. Nowadays the 
Association keeps dealing with children and adolescents, but in terms of help with their studies and of educational and 
careers guidance. The SPAEEM pursues its aim through the COREP, which was founded  by the Association in 1941 
(Histoire du COREP, in the website of the COREP, https://corep-orientation.org/index.php/lecorep/histoire, visited on 
the 1st October 2016.).    
17 Among them: E. BECCHI - D. JULIA  (eds.), Storia dell’infanzia, Laterza, Rome-Bari 1996; A. BELTRAN, Un siècle 
d’histoire industrielle en France. Industrialisation et sociétés (1880-1970), SEDES, Paris, 1998; V. CASTRONOVO (ed.), 
Storia economica Cambridge, Einaudi, Turin 1974-1992; R. COUTEAU, Législation sociale, Dunod, Paris 1968; H. 
CUNNINGHAM - P. P. VIAZZO (eds.), Child labour in historical perspective: 1800-1985. Case studies from Europe, 
Japan and Colombia, UNICEF, Florence 1996; K. DELORBE, Des enfants du XVIème au XVIIIème siècle, PEMF, Paris 
1999; ID.,  Des enfants du XXème siècle, PEMF, Paris 1999; A. DEWERPE, Le monde du travail en France 1800-1950, 
Colin, Paris 1996; E. DOLLEANS - G. DEHOVE, Histoire du travail en France, mouvement ouvrier et législation sociale 
(des origines à 1919), Éditions Domat Montchrestien, Paris 1953; D. LE GRAND, Sur le travail des enfants dans les 

http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/jean-baptiste-say/,
http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/georges-marie-
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   The Bulletin is one of the most rich sources to study the Association. As a matter of facts, this 
journal provided information about the SPAEEM through reports on meetings of the Association, 
on the activity of its committees and on its finances, on awards won or given, on the results of 
studies conducted by the SPAEEM, lists of its members, etc. In addition, the Bulletin presented 
other associations and organisations dealing with working minors, forms of apprenticeship existing 
in French or foreign factories and considered as exemplary by the SPAEEM and research and 
inspections by third parties, both public and private. There were also numerous news and 
information about laws already passed or under discussion and, directly or indirectly, about events 
and transformations that took place in France and abroad19 between the 18th and the 20th century in 
terms of conditions of production, division of labour, wages, technology, labour policies and laws, 
social protection, migrant flows, awareness of social problems, social movements, etc.20.  
   Because of this rich and diverse content, the Bulletin is mentioned as a precious source of 
information in works such as the Dictionnaire d’Économie politique by G. Fischer, and public 
libraries and societies of scholars like the Société d’Économie sociale (Association for Cooperative 
Economy) and the Société des Ingénieurs civils (Association of Civil Engineers) asked to receive 
it21. Moreover, the SPAEEM won numerous awards – also at international level - for its journal, 
such as on the occasion of the Exposition universelle internationale et coloniale that took place in 
Brussels in 189722.         

                                                                                                                                                                                        
manufactures, 1830-1855, Edhis, Paris 1979; G. LEFRANC, Histoire du travail et des travailleurs, Flammarion Éditeur, 
Paris 1957; P. LÉON (ed.), Storia economica e sociale del mondo, Laterza, Rome-Bari 1979-1981; K. LIETEN - E. VAN 
NEDERVEEN MEERKERK (eds.), Child labour's global past, 1650-2000, Peter Lang, Bern 2011; G. LUZZATTO, Storia 
economica dell’età moderna e contemporanea, vol. 2, L’età contemporanea, CEDAM, Padua 1958; B. MANIER, Le 
travail des enfants dans le monde, La Découverte, Paris 2003 ; A. MELUCCI, Classe dominante e industrializzazione. 
Ideologie e pratiche padronali nello sviluppo capitalistico della Francia, Angeli, Milan 1974; M. RAHIKAINEN, 
Centuries of child labour. European experiences from the seventeenth to the twentieth century, Ashgate Pub, Aldershot 
2004; J. SIMON, L’ouvrier de huit ans, Librairie internationale, Paris 1867; WEISSBACH, Child labor reform in 
nineteenth-century France; L. WOLOWSKI, Le travail des enfants dans les manufactures, Librairie de L. Hachette et C., 
Paris 1868; D. WORONOFF, Histoire de l’industrie en France, du XVIe siècle à nos jours, Seuil, Paris 1998. 
18 The Association is mentioned in works such as:  J. BLANC, Frédéric Engel-Dollfus, un industriel saint-simonien, 
Éditions Christian, Paris, 2003; J. BORREIL, Les sauvages dans la cité. Auto-émancipation du peuple et instruction des 
prolétaires au XIXe siècle, Editions Champ Vallon, Seyssel 1985; F. JACQUET-FRANCILLON, Naissance de l’école du 
peuple (1815-1870), Éditions de l’Atelier, Paris 1995; Y. LEQUIN, La forza-lavoro nell’economia francese dopo la 
Rivoluzione, in CASTRONOVO (ed.), Storia economica Cambridge; J.-M. MAYEUR, Les parlementaires de la Seine sous 
la Troisième République. Études, I, Publications de la Sorbonne, Paris 1981; M. G. MERIGGI, La disoccupazione come 
problema sociale. Riformismo, conflitto e «democrazia industriale» in Europa prima e dopo la Grande guerra, Angeli, 
Milan 2009; P. PIERRARD - M. LAUNAY - R. TREMPÉ, La J.O.C. Regards d’historiens, Les Éditions ouvrières, Paris 
1984; L. S. STRUMINGHER, The Life & Legacy of Baroness Betty de Rothschild, Peter Lang, New York 2006; 
WEISSBACH, Child labor reform in nineteenth-century France. 
19 The SPAEEM was in contact with other similar associations, both European and American. Moreover, in its journal 
there were frequent reports on foreign children working in France and on the situation in other countries as for the use 
of minors in factories, labour policies, associations established for the protection of workers, etc.    
20 According to the Statute of the SPAEEM, the aim of the Bulletin was to spread all the news concerning the working 
conditions of children employed in factories in France and abroad (Statuts, «Bulletin», 1868, pp. 176-178.).       
21 Séance ordinaire trimestrielle du 17 Juillet 1890, Marche et travaux de la Société de Protection des Apprentis et des 
Enfants Employés dans les Manufactures pendant la période 1888-1890, Exposé, Ibi, 1890,  p. 359. 
22 Séance extraordinaire du 3 Juillet 1898 (Quatorzième réunion de l’enfance ouvrière), Ibi, 1898, p. 337.   
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   The Bulletin was intended for the members of the Association and for anyone who was interested 
in. Nevertheless, the first number (1867) was also sent to people sitting in the French government, 
in Parliament, in the State Council, in the Conseil général de la Seine (Seine General Council) and 
in Paris City Council, to clergymen, to mayors and their deputies, to justices of the Peace, to police 
superintendents of the Department of the Seine, to prefects and their deputies and to other  
authorities. As a matter of fact, this number was extremely important because it contained the texts 
of the laws in force in France on working minors and because it could be used as a means to inform 
these authorities about the foundation of the SPAEEM, its organisation, Statute and programme, 
and to push as people as possible to join the Association23. Moreover the board of directors of the 
SPAEEM decided that, from 1872, the Journal would be sent to the President of the Republic, to the 
Minister for the Interior, to the Minister for Trade and Agriculture and to the Prefects of the Seine, 
Rhône, Nord and of the Seine-Inférieure. By doing so, the Association would spread information 
about its activity and opinions among these people who, according to the SPAEEM, could made 
important contributions to the cause it was fighting for24. 
   As already said, the first number of the Bulletin dates back to 1867; the year when the last Journal 
was published is more difficult to establish. It is possible to assume that it was not printed anymore 
after 1914 since numbers of the Bulletin seem not available for the following years. 
   On average, the Journal was published every four years and the PDF version of almost all the 
numbers is free downloadable, mainly through Gallica, the digital library of the Bibliothèque 
Nationale de France25.     
 

3. The Bulletin of the SPAEEM as a source for Labour History 
It is possible to analyse how the Bulletin can supply information on the French world of labour 
between the second half of the 19th century and the first decades of the 20th by concentrating on four 
main thematic axes: 

- Labour in production (conditions of production, division of labour, systems of payment, 
technological change and its consequences, etc.); 

- Labour markets (local, national, regional and international labour markets, migrant flows, 
etc.); 

- Labour relations (regime regulating working conditions, types of labour relations and their 
expressions, new forms of labour, etc.); 

- Labour policies (public and private policies on labour and social protection, factors 
influencing ideas and claims about working conditions, etc.). 

                                                        
23 Séance d’inauguration, Ibi, 1867, p. 59. 
24 Procès-verbaux des séances de la Société, séance générale, jeudi 8 février, Ibi, 1872, p. 38. 
25 «Bulletin de la Société de Protection des Apprentis et des Enfants des Manufactures», in Gallica, the digital library of 
the Bibliothèque nationale de France,  
http://gallica.bnf.fr/services/engine/search/sru?operation=searchRetrieve&version=1.2&collapsing=disabled&query=%
28gallica%20all%20%22bulletin%20de%20la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20de%20protection%22%29%20and%20
arkPress%20all%20%22cb32869707s_date%22&rk=21459;2, visited on the 3rd November 2013.).  

http://gallica.bnf.fr/services/engine/search/sru?operation=searchRetrieve&version=1.2&collapsing=disabled&query=%
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2.1.Labour in production 
The Journal provides information about, for example, conditions of production and division of 
labour: 
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(From a report presented by the Chambre syndicale de la verrerie to the members of the Commission that 
had to prepare a new law on children and adolescents working in factories; «Bulletin», 1873, pp. 390-392.) 
Systems of payment: 
 

 

 
 
(During a meeting of the SPAEEM,  L. Hiélard reads a report on the state of play in the assistance to children 
and adolescents working in France in the sectors of artificial flowers and feathers for decoration. Before 
starting to present the situation, he describes these sectors, mainly using data from the 1860 research by the 
Paris Chamber of Commerce; «Bulletin», 1868, pp. 69-70.) 
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Technological change and its consequences: 
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(Contest called by the SPAEEM for 1878 and awards to be won; «Bulletin», 1877, pp. 46-48.) 
 
 

2.2.Labour markets 
For example, as regards the organisation and development of migrant flows in response to 
labour markets: 
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(«Bulletin», 1879, p. 566.) 
 

 
 
(From a report on the Committees of the SPAEEM during a meeting of the Association; «Bulletin», 
1877, p. 197.) 
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2.3.Labour relations  
Such as, on contracts and contractual terms: 
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(From a report by the Comité du placement des apprentis on its activity; «Bulletin», 1878, pp. 118-
119.) 
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2.4.Labour policies 

For example, public and private policies on labour and social protection: 
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(Preface by Délerot, Secretary of the Comité du Bulletin, to the first number of the Journal; «Bulletin», 
1867, pp. 3-6.) 
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   Given the nature of this source, it is advisable to weigh up the objectivity of information and 
descriptions supplied by the Bulletin. 
     
 
 
 

 


